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Ever wonder where high tech metals and minerals come from?

The demand for exotic metals and minerals, used for electronic technologies, may triple over the next 20 years, according to a report by Fast Company.

Here's what some are and some places they come from.

Canada: Cobalt. Used in lithium batteries, its usage is expected to rise sharply with the emergence of electric vehicles.

United States: Beryllium. A toxic light metal with a high melting point and high strength, it is used in computers, telecom products, home appliances, automotive products and medical equipment.

Mexico: Fluorspar. The dazzling crystals are used in steel, paints, insulation, optics and chimney lining.

Brazil: Niobium. Used in structural steel and medical products such as MRI scanners and pacemakers.

Democratic Republic of the Congo: In addition to gold and cobalt, it has tantalum, an extract that helps energy storage in devices such as the iPod.

Turkey: Magnesium. Used in structural metal, Turkey has nearly half of the world's deposits.

Afghanistan: Cobalt, niobium, copper, gold, iron and some of the largest deposits of lithium.

India: Graphite. Used in fuel-cell technologies, its use could be pivotal in years to come.

South Africa: Platinum. It's used in catalytic converters and many high-tech products.

Russia: Six platinum-group metals used in technology for cars, electronics, hard disks, circuits, LCD panels and other tech products.

China: Tungsten, It makes the cell phone vibrate. There is soaring international demand. China also has half of the known deposits of nine of the 14 critical tech materials.

Japan: Indium. Used in thin films for flat-screen television sets.

Australia: Tantalum. First used in aircraft engines, it is now used in gaming consoles, computers and cameras.
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